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PCT/FR2004/0014 41 



Box No. I 



Basis of the report 



With regard to the language, this report is based on the international application in the language in which it was filed, unless otherwise 
indicated under this item. 

I I This report is based on translations from the original language into the following language » 

which is the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of: 

□ international search (Rule 12.3 and 23.1(b)) 

□ publication of the international application (Rule 12.4) 

□ international preliminary examination (Rule 55.2 and/or 55.3) 

With regard to the dements of the international application, this report is based on (replacement sheets which have been furnished to the 
receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this report as "originally filed" and are not annexed to 
this report): 



□ 



the international application as originally filed/furnished 
the description: 
1-14 



pages 
pages' 
pages' 



as originally filed/furnished 



received by this Authority on 
received by this Authority on 



the claims: 
nos. 1-10 
nos.* 



as originally filed/fiimished 



as amended (together with any statement) under Article 19 



nos.* 



received by this Authority on 
received by this Authority on 



the cfarawings: 

sheets 1/3-3/3 

sheets* 

sheets* 



as originally filed/fiimished 



received by this Authority on 
received by this Authority on 



□ 
□ 



a sequence listing and/or any related table(s) - see Supplemented Box Relating to Sequence Listing. 
The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ 



□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 



the description, pages 
the claims, nos. 



the drawings, sheets/figs 



the sequence listing (^ecify): 



any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 



4. I I This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments annexed to this report and listed below had not been made, since 
' they have been considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)). 



□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 



the description, pages 
the claims, nos. 



the drawings, sheets/figs 



the sequence listing (specify): 



any table(s) related to sequence listing (speedy. 



If item 4 applies, some or all of those sheets may be marked "superseded " 
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Box No. V Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 


1. Statement 




NovdtyCN) Claims 1-10 


YES 


Claims 


NO 


Inventive step (IS) 1-10 


YES 


Claims 


NO 


Industrial applicabUity (lA) Claims 1-10 


YES 


Claims 


NO 



2- Citations and explanations (Rule 70.7) 

Document Dl (JP-A-60 255 933), which is considered to be 
the most relevant prior art, describes a method and a 
facility for cooling a moving steel strip during 
continuous annealing or galvanising. 



The system uses one or more supporting and cooling rolls 
that engage the rear surface of the steel strip coiled 
around the outer surface of a primary cooling roll (see 
figures 1 and 3 to 5) . 



It follows that the subject matter of claims 1 and 5 
differs from the known method and facility in that: 
- the or each supporting roll comprises secondary cooling 
means for defining a heat transfer region together with 
one part of the outer surface of the or each supporting 
roll in order to remove the heat transmitted from the 
strip to the or. each supporting roll. 



This leads to controlled and uniform cooling over the 
entire width of the metal strip. The occurrence of 
external defects during quick cooling is greatly reduced, 
thereby imparting good flatness properties to the strip 
across the width thereof. Transferring heat further away 
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Box No. V Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 

citations and explanations supporting such statement 

from the supporting roll to the secondary cooling means 
increases the cooling efficiency. 

The problem that the present invention is intended to 
solve can thus be considered to be that of enhancing the 
efficiency and uniformity of the cooling method while 
preserving the external quality of the metal strip. 

This technical solution is not described or suggested in 
the known prior art . 

Consequently, the subject matter of claims 1 and 5 of the 
present application is considered to be novel and to 
involve an inventive step (PCT Article 33(2) and (3)). 

Claims 2 to 4 and 6 to 8 are dependent on claims 1 and 5, 
and thus also comply, as such, with the requirements of 
novelty and inventive step of the PCT. 

Observation 

Contrary to the requirement of PCT Rule 5.1(a) (ii) , the 
relevant prior art disclosed in document Dl (JP-A-60 255 
933) has not been indicated in the description, nor has 
this document been cited. 
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